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“How Clean 
Is the Gas?” 


LUGGED mains, generally caused by nap- 

thalene deposits never worry the operator of 
Semet-Solvay By-Product Gas Ovens. The hori- 
zontal flues, a distinctive feature of Semet-Solvay 
construction, readily permit an accurate temper- 
ature regulation. The last trace of napthalene is 
removed by the Semet-Solvay treatment of surplus 
gas, which, after hydrogen sulphide purification, 
enters the holder free of troublesome impurities. 


Unquestionably, the By-Product Gas Oven is 
now the most economical and efhlicient medium 
for the production of gas. 


Correspondence is invited 


Address Flant Development Department 


SEMET- SEMET-SOLVAY COMPANY 
Syracuse, New York 
SOLN\ /AY 1892— Pioneer in the development of the By-Product Coke Oven— 1921 


BY-PRODUCT 
GAS OVENS 









Gas lolder (Capacity 
3,000,000 cubic feet) 
built and operated by 
Semet-Solvay Company 8 
for Citizens Gas Company, 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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Judge Orders Cleveland’s Gas Shut Off Nov. 1 


Gives Company Right to Withdraw as Politicians Block Agreem ent 


Withdrawal of the East Ohio Gas Company from 
Cleveland on the first of next November, with gas 
rates at 45 cents pending the withdrawal, was ordered 
by Judge W. F. Duncan, of Findlay, August 8, in dis- 
posing of the injunction suit brought by the city to 
prevent the gas company from terminating its ex 
pired franchise contract here. 

The decision means Cleveland will be without gas 
after November 1 unless 
the city obtains a reversal 
of Judge Duncan’s rul- 


This order also serves 
\\ oods declared 

1 

iWJuncan n 


as a basis for the appeal. 
that the rate de of Judge 
ay be set aside if two judges of the court 
of appeals decide in favor of the city’s appeal. which 
would place the case back at the injunction stage, 
where it had rested for several months prior to Judge 
Duncan’s ruling 
President Daly, 


1810n 


who was in court when the deci- 
sion was announced, de- 
clined to make any formal 





ing in the court of ap- 
peals, to which it will im- 
mediately carry the case, 
according to Law Direc- 
tor \Voods and Franchise 
Commissioner Marshall. 
Law Director Woods 
hopes to have the appeal 
heard in the higher court, 


in this case. 


It is indeed a momentous deci- 
sion that Judge Duncan renders 
It has a wide mean- 
ing and it will have a marked re- 


statement on the gas 
company’s victory. 

‘he court’s ruling is 
to to with- 
ras plant from 

he said “yt 


an order 
draw the 
Cleveland,” 
cannot disobey the court’s 
ruling. There is no choice 
ft for me.’ 


Wuest1 


me 


oned 


as To 


the bond for the appeal ‘ whether the gas company 
being arranged within an action on the development of would entertain new ne- 
hour after the decision : votiations if th Paty 
eae gece Cleveland. Although the com- eens gee ged: 

was rendered. \\oods will should attempt to gain 
go directly from Judge pany involved supplies natural them, Daly said: 

Duncan's room to the ap h — a" | “The city through its 
pellate court as soon as gas, the principles set forth apply directors (city council), 
1 hn nNITT ’ 1 } : . Was decided oO hol 'e) 
t 111 al en r\ Nn Dun equally to artificial gas compa- h | recided t of ] 1 n 
cans court is approved . further negotiations with 

Every gas main in ust nies.— Editor. us Const 


in the city strects must 
be torn up not later than 
April 1, unde 


decision, which in 


1 =). 
LISS 


‘r the 
fact 





quently, it 
T1X¢ less tor me to suypo)8se 


any such thing as new ne- 
gvotiations.” 








the stoppage of 
all business relations he- 
tween the company and its Cleveland patrons 


Failure of the company to have the mains out of 


decrees 


the ground by April 1 means they become city 
property. 
Judge Duncan's decision came unexpectedly, and 


followed several stormy sessions of the city council, 
the council public utilities committee, a final meeting 
between Martin Lb. Daly, president of the East Ohio, 
and a special committee of council, in which Duncan 
was requested to withdraw from the case, because of 
alleged prejudice in favor of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany, reputed owner of the East Ohio. 

The appeal order in the case, which is to determine 
the exact status of the city and the gas company, as 
well as to the bond to be given by the city in its ap- 
peal to the appellate court, was to be made at once 


_— pal Dalv indicated that. so 
far as he or the East Ohio 
is concerned, the matter 

has been settled for all time. Jle said that the com 


pany would have all its pipes removed from city 
strects by next April, in accordance with the court 
order, although he admitted that it would prove a 
big task, owing to the fact that the work will have 
to be done during the winter season. 

It was indicated that Judge Duncan would fix the 


citv’s appeal bond at $400,000, pending the outcome 
of the case in the higher court, although this was to 
be determined by the final entry. 

[here was some discussion regarding having the 
extra 10 cents on each thousand feet of gas used in 
the citv placed in a local bank to be held pending the 
final outcome of the case, and this may be done if 
the city can show the judge it should be done. 

Law Director Woods declared he was neither sur- 
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prised nor disappointed at the ruling of Judge Dun- 
can. He said the hearing was merely preliminary and 
expressed confidence the city would gain the decision 
in the court of appeals. 

“We shall attack Judge Duncan’s ruling on both 
the 45-cent clause and on the decision ordering the 
withdrawal of service,” Woods asserted. “The city 
will hold that the judge erred in his opinion as to the 
force of the Miller act in this case, since the Miller 
law was passed for just such emergencies.” 

Judge Duncan ruled the Miller act could not be 
used to either shorten or lengthen a franchise unless 
both parties agreed to the proceedings, 
said, was not the case between the city and the East 
Ohio. . 

Regret that it had been impossible for the city and 
the company to come to an agreement in regard to 
rates and length of franchise was expressed by Judge 
Duncan, who declared that withdrawal of service by 
the East Ohio would work serious inconvenience 
and hardship on the rich and poor alike. 

The judge, in his decision, said that in delaying his 
decision so long he had been actuated only by a de- 
sire to see the contending parties come to friendly 
solution. 

Opinion that politics had plaved part in the case 
was voiced by the judge during an argument between 
Attorney Cockley, for the company, and Law Direc- 
tor Woods, for the city. 

“If the rest of the parties to this suit had been as 
free from politics as I,” the judge said, in quelling 
the dispute, “the action would have been settled long 
ago. 

After going into an extensive history of the case, 
the decision states the first question is whether or 
not the franchise is indeterminate or perpetual. The 
question is answered, the decision holds, by a ruling 
of the Ohio Supreme Court on the case of the East. 
Ohio Gas Company against the city of Akron, as 
follows: 

“Where the contract between a municipal corpora- 
tion and an incorporated company is silent as to the 
duration of the franchise, such franchise is not per- 
petual, but the duration is simply indeterminate, ex- 
isting only so long as the parties mutually agree 
thereto.” 

This holding was met, Judge Duncan’s decision 
continues, by a United States Supreme Court deci- 
sion which reversed the Supreme Court of this State 
in a case brought by the Northern Ohio Traction & 
Light Company, when a board of county commis- 
sioners sought to terminate its franchise. The State 
Supreme Court has not receded from its position fol- 
lowing its reversal, the jurist says, but has reaffirmed 
its stand. 

“Now, what the 


we 


Supreme Court of the United 
tates may do when this case (the Cleveland suit) 
reaches that court, is problematical,” continues Judge 
Duncan, “but I feel bound, under these circum 
low the Supreme Court of my own 
and I accordingly hold that the franchises here 
in question are indeterminate and may be terminated 
at will, either by 
it is 


stances, to fol 


State. 


the city or the gas company, unless 
the provisions of sections 504-2 1 


anGd 
the Public Utilities Com 


subject to 

104-3, requiring action of 

mission in that behalf.” 
In their attempts to justify their actions the city 

officials of Cleveland went before a 

rl 


of the court of appeals. This court. 


special session 


on the face of 


which, he, 


the matter before it, suspended the immediate opera- 
tion of Judge Duncan’s decision, which included a 
10-cent increase in rates, but limited the length of 
its order until September 12, when a full and formal 
hearing of the issue will before the higher 
court. 

Commenting on the decision by Judge Duncan, the 
Cleveland News, in an editorial headed “City’s Gas 
Supply Must Not Be Shut Off!” says: 

“Cleveland’s gas supply must not be shut off No- 
vember 1 or at any time thereafter. Though such 
action is authorized by the decision of Judge Duncan, 
of Findlay—together with an increase in rate of 19 
cents a thousand feet, effective in the meantime—it 
must not be resorted to at the will either of the [ast 
Ohio Gas Company or of the city administration. 

“A fine testimonial it would be to the city’s ad 
vancement and civic progress and enlightened hu- 
manity and desirability as a place to live and do busi- 
ness, if Cleveland were to be advertised up and down 
the country as having totally failed to protect her 
people from the hardship and suffering entailed in the 
arbitrary withdrawal of their accustomed fucl sup- 
ply at the beginning of winter! 

“Such methods may do for Bolshevists or Turks 
dealing with a helpless population in Siberia or Asia 
Minor, but they will not do in Cleveland, U.S. A., 
1921 A. D. Anyone who thinks so would better guess 
again while there is time. 

“The News takes occasion here to serve notice on 
all those responsible for bringing the gas controversy 
to a point where such action is not only contemplated 
but authorized by a judge, that Cleveland will endure 
nothing of the sort, but will hold to a strict account 
ability any and all guilty of contributing to the pos- 
sibility of such an outrage. 

“It is the duty of those who got the gas franchise 
situation into the present mess to get it out, before 
800,000 people are menaced with hunger and cold 
through official muddling. They must attend to this 
duty or undergo disagreeable consequences. The ob- 
ligation includes all concerned—judges, lawyers, 
councilmen, Mayor Fitzgerald, President Daly, FE 
O. G. Company, Hope Gas Company, Standard Oil 
Company, and everybody else implicated, whether 
corporations or politicians afraid of the election re- 
turns.” 


come 





Super Gas Plant Contemplated 
Chicago, Ill.—Establishment of a large gas-makiny 
plant at a coal mine in southern Illinois to transmit 
gas to Chicago at a pressure of 300 lb. is being studied 
by the Illinois Gas Association. 


That the realization of this project may be several 
vears off is conceded by the association. Ww ic] : ] 
ever. points out that gas com] ressed to about fort 

] } 
I 


pounds pressure may be sent fifty miles without re 
pumping in northern Illinois. where about thirty 

illages or towns get their gas service by means of 
1 


i 


igh pressure distribution system. 


‘Without this aransmission system, mat towns 
and villages could not have gas service, because tl 
cost of producing and distributing gas locally would 
be prohibitive,” savs the association. “This c 
ence of gas service can be extended to small places 

nly by the de elonment ot | roe distributy 
ems ind irge central gas-makinge stations for eco- 
nomical production Enormous possibilities lie be 


le eas industry in this direction.” 
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Relationship Between Public and Its Utilities 


Some Mighty Fine Ideas That We All Can Use 


At a luncheon of the Electric League of Pittsburgh, 
the meetings of which the public utility men in gen- 
eral are attending, C. H. Lehmann, executive assist- 
ant of the Bell Telephone Company of Pittsburgh 
gave a very interesting talk regarding the “Public’s 
Obligation to Its Utilities.” This subject is always 
of interest to utility men, and Mr. Lehmann has 
brought out some new phases of the question. High- 
class personnei, the hu- 
man element, affirmative 


to accomplish in their business. One great item in 
a successful utility 1s a proper personnel. It must 
have men and women who sense the obligation to 
serve the public; men and women who are devoted to 
the cause of their company, for after all. they are the 
company. ‘The public utility must also have ade- 
quate equipment to give this service after it has built 
up the right type of personnel. Last, but not least, 
although we as a public 
are inclined to forget, a 





friendship, and stimula- 
tion of interest both by 
the public and employees 
were declared to be im- 
portant features The 
address of Mr. Lehmann, 
which was one of the best 
of its kind ever heard in 
Pittsburgh, is as tollows 
In part: 

“When I was asked by 
the chairman of your en- 


The manuscript of this article 
was given into the hands of the 
“American Gas Journal” by a gas 
company executive, who stated: 
“We have insisted that each of 


our employees read this. 


very important factor in 
the public utilities’ obli- 
gation to the public is 
ample financing required 
in making the necessary 
extensions of plant and 
renewing of equipment to 
care for the service it is 


under obligation to fur- 
nish. Let us consider in 
some detail the first of 


We 


these three requirements 


tertainment committee : : / of a_ successful utility, 
some days ago to speak to think the entire gas industry that of a proper person 
you to-day, the subject nel. The utility must be 


suggested was “The Pub- 
lic’s Obligation to Its 
Utilities.” I felt rather 
timid in coming before 
you with such a subject, 
since my work causes me 
to be more vitally con- 
cerned in the utilities’ ob- 
ligation to the public. As 


umns.”—Editor. 


should likewise read it, and the 
only way we know to reach 


everybody is through your col- 


in a position to pay its 
employees a rate that wiil 
make that business an at- 
tractive field in which to 
cast their lot. A high class 
of men and women is ab- 

solutely essential if a util- 
ity is to give good service 
lf to the public and the coni- 














I look around the room 
I see so many of vou who 
are associated with one or another of our public util 
ities that I begin to realize that many of us take 
turns at being representatives of a utility or of the 
public. It is all a question of where we have diffi 
culty with the service of one of the many utilities 
which we find absolutely necessary to use in order to 
live happily and to provide the comforts of life in 
this modern day. Perhaps. because of some difficulty 
with the service of some other public utility 
placed in the position of the public. assume 
that, even though at times I divert to the obligation 
of the utilities to the public, I will be bringing to vou 
a message that will be of interest. 


we are 


So | 


“The utility companies recognize their obligation 
to the public, as you have observed if vou have made 
an effort to study their advertising and their meth- 
ods of publicity during the past four or five vears 
These companies understand the need to have the 
public know the problems that are being faced by 
the utilities, and are making every effort to take the 
public into their confidence. 

‘In order that the utilities may properly serve the 


public, there are certain things necessary for them 


pensation paid these men 
and women must be suff- 
cient to keep them satisfied in the employ of the 
company. 

“Utility companies of this country had an exceed- 
ingly difficult task in maintaining their personnel 
during the past two or three years when many lines 
of industry in which the earnings had gone to un- 
heard-of figures were in a position to go into the 
labor market and offer almost any price for labor, 
which was difficult to obtain at the best. 


Experience Is Desirable 


‘\ utility must be in a position to compete to a 
reasonable degree with other lines of industry in the 
wages paid its employees if it is to have a satisfied. 
permanent. and high type of personnel. Not only 
must the utility be in a position to pay fair wages to 
obtain this type of personnel, but it mus ld 
out to its men and women a real oppertunity to ad 
vance in the company’s service as the individua 
shows the ability to fill positions of greater 
sibility. It is indeed an unfortunate organization 11 
which the employees do not have equal opportunities 


+ 


also he 


1 


- respon- 
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to advance. 


\We have heard of utilities in which cer 
tain educational requirements were necessary before 
an emplovee could be considered for many of the 
supervisory positions. Those of us who have had 
occasion to observe will readily agree that it is not 
how much education a man or woman has, but how 
they are able to use that education. that makes them 
fit for positions of responsibility. 

“We have all, no doubt. seen the voung man with 
a thoroughly high class college or university training 
who did not seem to know how to use the learning 
he had acquired; while on the other hand, many men 
and women have been denied the higher education 
and have had to get in the school of experience much 
of the education that is required to enable them to 
fill the positions in which they are now placed. it 
would be unfortunate if this type of employee, who 
by constant effort is fitting himself for greater re- 
sponsibility, is not recognized by the company in 
whose service he is employed, for often these men 
and women make the most capable supervisory 
tiniber.” 


Stock Participation Favored 


“Another very necessary factor in the obtaining 
and holding of a proper personnel by public utilities 
and this, undoubtedly ,applies to many other lines of 
industry, is a fair and reasonable participation in the 
business. An opportunity to sense a partnership in 
the business in which they are engaged, without 
question, makes men and women feel that they have 
a greater responsibility in making their company 
successful in the community. ‘There are variceus 
forms in which this participation in the business is 
made possible. Some organizations make it possible 
for employees to obtain stock under very reasonable 
and attractive conditions. Other organizations have 
profit-sharing plans under which employees partic:- 
pate in the earnings over and above a fixed amount 
Whatever the plan, the emplovee of a utility should 
have an opportunity to feel that as his company is 
successful he will share in that success through his 
participation in the business aside from the compen- 
sation he receives in the form of wages. 

“The public is obligated. therefore, to that 
these utility companies have a sufficient revenue to 
gather together a personnel of high ideal and effi- 
ciency that the service received by the public mav 
be of the highest grade. 


see 


Equipment Required 


“As to the equipment a successful utility must 
have, there is little question that if the public is to 
receive the best service under the most economical 
conditions, its utility companies must be in a posi 
tion to replace equipment so that they will at ali 
times keep pace with the advancement of the art. 
Imagine, if we may, the kind of service that would 
be rendered by our light companies, our street rail 
ways, our railroads and our telephone companies if 
the ecuipment in use to-day were of no higher tvpe 
than that used ten years ago. 


Peak-Load Demands 


“The equipment must also be adequate to handle 
the normal demand of the public. 


Now 


there is con 





siderable latitude in what some of us may consider 
as normal demands. Perhaps, on a Saturday after- 
noon or en the day before a holiday, when we are 
trying to get home, we may find our street cars and 
trains crowded to such an extent that we are com- 
pelled to stand, and vet this condition may not exist 
at any other time during the week or year. There 
are reasons for such peak loads, and I have no doubt 
our gas and light companies and other utility com- 
panies experience the same difficulty of occasionally 
meeting an abnormal demand for their service. 


Use of Highways Needed 


“The public, both as individuals and communities 
can help or hinder the efficiency of its utilities as it 
grants or denies a reasonable use of the public high- 
ways in order that the service of these utilities may 
be economically furnished. In years past. both in- 
dividuals and municipalities frequently believed that 
they should obtain from their public utilities a max- 
imum compensation for the use of streets and high 
wavs. We can readily understand that a utility which 
is required to pay an abnormal return for such priv- 
ileges must add the cost to its charges for service and 
eventually the public must pay the bill. Under the 
very worst conditions public utility companies never 
destroy the highways and streets, as was done dur- 
ing the past few vears by our heavy motor trucks, 
particularly during that time when the high price of 
coal made the country coal bank a big revenue pro- 
ducer to those who could transport it to the places 
where it was needed. I want to repeat that our util- 
ities require a reasonable use of streets and highways 
if we, the public. are to be given a service that is 
adequate and economical. 


Financing Is Big Problem 


“Now as to financing. If our utilities are to keep 
up with the normal growth of a community and also 
extend their plans to meet increasing demands of the 
present population, they must be able to pay a suffi- 
cient return on the money invested in their business 
to sell additional capital stock as mav be required 
for these extensions and betterments. During the 
past few vears the question of finances has been an 
exceedingly serious one with the utilities, and it has 
been necessary in some cases to pay a very high rate 
of interest for long-term bonds to meet the demands 
of the public. One of our big utilities recently in- 
creased its dividend rate, not because, as a few peo 
ple attempted to say, its carnings were excessive, 
but because it was absolutely necessary to pay a suf 
ficient return on its capital stock to make it attrac- 
tive as an investment and enable that utilitv to get 
from investors many millions of dollars each year 
that are needed to meet the normal demands of the 
public for its service. 

“T want to leave with you this thought, which | 
have already touched upon in the early part of my 
remarks, and that is that the same element consti 
tutes the utility company that constitutes the publi 
i.e, the human being. We have heard in years past 
frequent reference made to the so-called soulless cor- 
poration. I want to say here very positively that 
there is no such animal. A corporation is an aggre 
gation of men and women, and when you take the 
men and women out of any utility or corporation it 
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ceases to exist as such. It is by no means soulless, 
but has a soul that is made up of the hearts and souls 
of the men and women who are devoting their best 
eftorts to this service, and in that sense a part of us. 
the public, are trying to operate a satisfactory ser- 
vice for the rest of us, the public. 


Human Element Important 


“Now if the people really believe the utility is try- 
will become at 


Why don’t they 


ing to serve and is sincere they 


firmatively friendly. believe it? 


Many of them do. There are, however, a few who 


don't, and there are some reasons for this. 
the 


(One 1s 


mistake of early management of the utilities 


Years ago many men and women operating the util- 
ities did not sense the need of an affirmatively friend 


ly public. Frequently the only contact we had with 


men who were operating utilitics was the name we 
used in writing our check each month for the servic: 
that the literature ot 


the utility setting forth its rules and regulations. ‘' 


or the name came to us with 


day every progressive utility recognizes the need ¢ 
every employee, whether manager or clerk, of using 
th equation that may be had in his daily contact with 
the patrons of his company. 

“lo meet our patrons face to face mal 
ter understanding and a more personal f 
we have occasion to complain. It is almost impos 


es tora pet 


sible to get such an understanding and_ feelin 
through formal correspondence or even through tele 
phone conversations, but when we meet face to face 
those with whom we wish to discuss oul mubles 
we get a different view of each ether, and we find 
that human side that makes us sympathetic one with 
the other. 

‘A few days ago a young man called a triend 


he micht, 


the office of one of our utilities to ask hov 
with a group of other men, make a complaint to tl 


Public Service Commission about one of the railroad 
companies. He asked if he had taken the atte! 
up with the company first, and replied in the nega 
tive It was suggested that he wht save hit | 


considerable trouble and correspondence if he would 


lay his diificulty before the proper officials of the 
railroad company and upon his consenting to do so 

' i ' ‘2 ir } 41 1 . 
an appointment was made which resulted in the difh- 


culty being easily adjusted and these men, who were 
to complain to the 
dilferent viewpoint of the railroad cot 


to meet the needs of its patrons. 


commission, were ven a 


about 


Politics Has Hindered 


“Another reason why the public has not behevec 
that the utility is sincere and is trying to serve them 
is because of a certain type of politician, happily now 
fast disappearing, has so often used this baiting of 
a utility as a vehicle to ride into office. In a certain 
city in Pennsylvania several years ago a man said 
to a friend, ‘John, lets run for council.’ John said 
‘I am not particularly interested” Jim said ‘Come 
on, I have a great scheme for getting there. We will 
attack the utility company and raise a big disturb 
ance in the community and get so much popular sup- 








port that it w.]l be a cinch to be elected.” John didn't 
care to try it and incidentally mentioned the case to 
a friend of his who was in the service of that utility 
company. A few days later the company received 
a letter from Jim alleging that the service in his 
community was so deplorable that he felt justified in 
getting up a petition at his own expense and present 
ing it to the Public Service Commission to compel 
better service to be given. In looking up its records 
that company found that Jim had been in the habit 
of getting very hot tempered at times and used con 
siderable bad language in addressing the employees 
of the company. In calling this to his attention, it 
was suggested that his own service and that of other 
patrons could be improved if he would refrain from 
these outbursts of temper. He admitted his part and 


agreed to do better later he became verv much 


concerned lest the company should 


permit the cor 


respondence to become political ammunitic 


the 


lhe 


result of whole situation was that Jim and the 


company, throvgh its representatives became per 


sonally acquainted and found that neither was a bad 


sort of individual. It is not often that the utilitv has 


and | 
» show how easily it is for 
a utility to become the footbali of the unscrupulous 
politician when it is not ve 
cordial and friendly relatio: 


been able to change the plans of a 
merely cite this instance t 


1 
politician 


ry careful to maintain the 


s with the public 


“riendship of Press Desired 


‘In vears past utilities have also suffered at times 
through tlhe demands of the public for a sensational 
press. I would net minimize the e'forts of our news 
papers for good. They are, undoubtedly, in a posi 
tion to be of great help to the utilities and ha I 
times past be 1 real frien I sometimes wonder 

iough wl i ‘ominent positio s! d be ~ en i 
oO newspat s to art 5 such as 2 veared a CV" 
weeks ago. d clari mw that a decisi by th Missour! 
Commission permits the public to ss out an opera 
tor once and get away with it -urely publi { Ol 
this nature can in no way add to the standing of a 
utilitv in the « munity, but may be de nental in 
the suggestion it gives people wh« e in lt 
try such a plan. 


“There is no doubt that the press is anxious te 
avoid giving a wrong impression of [ 


of our utilities. [1 
is necessarv, however, for those engaged in public 
utility business to 


pape r people. If 


set acquainted with their news 
we have their conf 
them that we are r concerned 
attitude the public takes toward us, 
will co-operate with us in improving public relations 
our attitude towards the public 
with our proposition to the newspaper man \hat 
we need to-day as never before is co-operation be- 
tween the utilitv and the public, and a sympathetic. 
friendly, effort of each to understand the other 

“In this vou and I, as individuals in the employ 
of a utilitv. or as one of the public, can play a very 
important part. The result will be beneficial to hoth 


rdence and can 
about the 
I believe they 


show really 


SO long as smuares 


the public and its utilities upon which it depends for 
so many of its present-day needs.” 
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\ugust 1 was a unique and especially interesting 
day in the useful and busy life of Charles H. Nettle 
ton, president of the Derby (Conn.) Gas & Electric 
Company, and one of Derby’s most prominent and 
widely known business men. Mr. Nettleton entered 
the employ of the company, of which he has for many 
years been the head, Aug. 1, 1871, and hence the 
date marked the completion of fifty vears of service 
In recognition of this, the officers and 
the company, to the number of twelv« 
in Mr. Nettleton’s honor at the Graduates 
New Haven, in the evening, which was an occasion 
as rare in the pleasure it gave all present as it was 
in character. Major Alton Farrel, of Ansonia, 

as toastmaster, introducing, following the comple 
tion of the repast, il of the officers of the 

pany and long time associates of Mr. Nettleton, who 
in well-chosen words complimented the 
honor, recalling at the same time 
in his half century of work in connection with the gas 
industry. Among these was Frank F. Hoadley, of 


directors of 
vave a dinner 
Club, 


acted 
sev ers 


com- 


guest of 


incidents and fact 


Ansonia, who has the distinction of being the senior 
member of the board of directors, having been a mem- 
ber of the board thirty-five vears 


Presented with Loving Cup 


In the course of the evening, Mr. Nettleton was 
presented with a handsome silver, gold: lined, loving 
cup, the presentation on behalf of his associates be- 
ing made by Dr. A. \W. Phillips in a few well-chosen 
werds. The cup is hand made and of costly and ex- 
quisite design, the bow! having three sides. On the 
front side appears the following engraved in- 
scription: 

Presented to 
Charles H. Nettleton 
President of 
The Derby Gas & Electric Company 
by the 
Directors and Officers 
On the occasion of his 
Fiftieth Anniversary 
As an officer of the compary 





Presented with Silver Loving Cup 


C. H. Nettleton Completes Fifty Years of Service with Company 


August 1, 1871 
August 1, 1921 


lhe other two sides of the cup are inscribed as 
follows, on one: 
Elected 
Director, 1871 


Secretary, 1871-1900 

Treasurer, 1871 

President, 1900 
On the other are the names of the donors of t 
follows: Frank E. Hoadley, Charles 
Albert W. Phillips, Walter W. Radcliffe, 
Daniel E. Brinsmade, Frank M. Clark, Alton Farrel 
J. Arnold Norcross, William A. Cowles. George 1! 

Scranton, Malcolm M. Eckhardt. 
Mr. Nettleton responded feelingly 
friends for their thoughtfulness and kindness. ani 
is needless to sav that the handsome token of esteem 

will be among his most cherished possessions. 


eift, as 


Dow ns, 


and thanked | 


1 


Employees Give Easy Chair 








In the morning, the emplovees of the company be 
gan the interesting day by giving Mr Nettleton a 
very pleasant surprise at the office of the ccmpany 
They presented him. as a slight token of their re 
gard, with a fine upholstered easy chair and a solid 
mahogany clock. 

Mr. Nettleton entered the emplov of the 
Gas Company Avg. 1, 1871, immediately f u 
his graduation from the College of the City of New 
York, in a minor capacity, being first connected wit! 
the construction department, later being 
from one faithfullv filled post to another until 
reached the president’s chair in 1900. His father, 
Charles Nettleton, was one of the founders and th» 
first president of the company. 


Derby 


lowing 


Dre ynoted 


! 
he 


Besides being presi 


dent of the Derby Gas Company, Mr 
also president of the New Haven Gas Company, and 
is widely known outside as well as in Det 


1 


he lives and has spent most of his life. 


Nettleton 1 


4A 
by, where 





Legislature Refuses M. O. Action 

Advocates of municipal ownership of public util- 
ities in Georgia who have spent many thousands of 
dollars in advertising their ideas the past two or 
three again “got it in the neck” from the 
Georgia State Legislature, now in session, when the 
offered various bills to the lawmakers having to do 
with their pet theories relative to municipa! 
ship. 


vears, 


owner 


Previous legislatures have 


down these various measures, and 


persistently turned 
the present ses 
sion proved no exception to the rule. Plans of the 
municipal ownership advocates were frustrated carly 
in the the General Assembly, 
every one of the bills offered having been defeated. 
Opponents of the. various assailed the 


present session of 


measures 









provy isions of the 


bills permitting the use of the 
State’s credit for buying or building power plants, 
or taking over existing public utilities that are now 
privately owned. It was pointed out that Georgia 
has better credit than any other State in the (onion 
as a result of the constitutional limitations placed on 
its financial powers in 1877. Speakers tock the view 
in opposing municipal ownership or State ownership 
of public utilities that it would be a disastrous policy 
to increase the State’s indebtedness just at a tim 
when the public is looking forward to a reduction in 
taxes. 

Advocates of municipal ownership claim thev wil! 
keep on fighting and make another effort to bring 
about their cherished desires next when th 
General Assemblv again convenes. 


year 
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\ gas blower for cleaning naphthalene out of the 


pipes has recently been designed by the sales depart 


} 


ment of the Atlanta Gas Company, of Atlanta, Ga 


that. 1t is believed, is the first device of its kind to 


be used by any gas company in the United States 
It is a gasoline-driven air compressor with a long 
hose attached, which is mounted on an ordinary [or 
chassis, having ire than the old 


a much greater presst 
hand apparatus ordinarily used, and 


SO effcient that 


two men with this truck outfit can do the work more 
quickly and more thoroughly than four or hive men 
under the old system. 

\ three horse power gasoline engine has been d 
rectly connected to an air compressor. having a ca 
pacity of 1S cu. ft. of free air per minut t has a 
necessarv receiver mounted on it for air stor to 
100 |b. presst re, 100 ft. of one-inch hose on a regular 
reel, and one spare tank for an air receiver that can 


be carried into the house for blowing servi 
the location of the be reached with a 
hose. 
his 
an ordinary lord 


50 Ib. it is a dead weight, 


trouble 


cannot 


mounted on the end ot 
and while 


and therefore it 


outfit has been reat 


chassis, only 


is been 


Invents Gas Main Blower 


Use ky Company Expected to Eliminate Complaints 


Cal 


. , 
found necessary to insta 


\nyv other 
| 1] 


SNOULC, 


an additional spring on 
vas company adopting this same idea 
by all means, install the extra spring 
for safety’s sake 


tor use 


In the manufacturing of gas. it is virtually 
sible to get out all of the naphthalene. In 
weather this naphthalene will condense on t! 
of the this, 


eventually hem 


1 


with thi 


his results in poor se! 


combined 
up. | 
1utting oft of 
urally complaints on the 
ticularly is this likely to 


of winter, and as tl 


s and 


stop 1 


pipe 


ice or the s the zas e 


part of the c1 
happen on the first col 
these complaints are likely to be 
less numerous at that 
pump system 1n 


ndle 


upon to do, and 
furthermore, in the 


common 
promptly all 


loss ot ood will natur 


1 
enough to ha 


long run, the old system 1s 


doubtless far more costly, for it requires more appara 


tus and more men to work it. 
Both time installation 
of a truck similar to that adopted by the 
\tlanta company, and at same time it 
learned by experience that the nuch 
hlv and better don 


and money are saved by thi 
system 
the has been 
work is more 


thoroug 


ae 











months 
their 
\ountain 


\fter watching the situation for several 
and in the meantime exhorting people to 4ll 
coal bins. the editor of the Denver Rock, 
Vews has in an able editorial covered situation 
thoroughly. What he has to say relative to Colorado 
will, in the main, be applicable to all coal producing 
regions, and for those good reasons. the editorial is 
reproduced here: 

“Through a bope of lower prices home owners of 
the United States have not been filling their bins with 
coal this summer. Producers and dealers have been 
warning their customers in letters and advertise- 
ments to put their coal in and stating that coal 
are far more likely to advance than decline 

“Early in the summer, when the first reduction of 
price was made producers received liberal orders 
from retailers who filled their yards in expectation 
of sales that never materialized. Mines in Colorado 
have been running two days a week instead of six, a 
condition precluding low 
decent living to the miners. 

“There appears to be no chance of cheaper 
labor before the expiration of the Wilson 


the 


prices 


cost of producti n or 2 


mine 
:dmuinis 


tration’s pact with the unions, April 1, 1922. Dur 
ing the session of the American Federation of Labor 
in Denver last June, Pres‘'dent Lewis of the miners 
was quoted as saving that no tampering with th 
wage scale would be permitted by the mer 





The Price of Coal 


What a Survey of the Situation Shows 










ite an unwillingness 
foree any reduction. 

“The next factor in coal costs is freight. Herbert 
[loover recently expressed the opinion that no sub 
stantial reduction in rates could be expected before 
January 1. 

“This is a highly complicated state of affairs. The 
consumer cannot get cheap coal even though the 
miners, operators and distributors have been losing 
money all summer. It is also evident that railroads 
not prospering with their higher rates. The 
freight on lump and nut coal from the rich bitumi 
nous fields in the southern part of the State is around 
$2.90 per ton. It used to be $1.60 
unskilled labor working on 


$6.65 for eight hours, 


Operators indic 


to attempt to 


are 


The lowest paid 
top at a coal mine is 
while mule drivers, tracklavers 
underground, have a minimum scale of $7.7! 
Hoist runners get $8 and the diggers, paid on a ton 
can carn from S200 to $400 a 
they can work full time. 
“Colorado producers submitted igzures to the men 


etc. 


nage basis month if 


bers of the last Legislature showing a cost of 
ton for lump coal at the mine in the 
and offered to throw their books open to any com 
mittee or to expert accountants they might 
\ssuming the verity of these statements. lump coal 
the south the 
$8.90 per ton. Lefore it can be put 


St} ner 


southern fields 
1 
seiect 


Denver 


consum 


tracks in 
into the 


irom would cost on 



































AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 





August 20, 1921 








bins allowance must be made for 
unloading, cartage and handling cost. 


ers’ ‘car bottoms,” 


g, 

“A few years ago Pennsylvania anthracite could be 
produced at $2.50 per ton. The cost to-day at the 
mine is $8, with a freight rate approaching $3 per ton 
to seaboard cities Eastern householders. like those 
in Colorado, have been feeding themselves with hope 
of reductions that seem unlikely to materialize. 


“Here is a puzzle combining business, sociology, 
economics and some degree of stupidity. Its solu- 
ticn is worth millions to the people of the United 
States. From the miner’s standpoint the occupation 
is seasonal and hazardous. He is justified in demand- 
ing a better wage than is paid for work that is safe 
and regular. The operator has a tremendous invest- 
ment and the business calls for great financial risks. 
His returns cannot be calculated as though he were 
owner of an office building in a city. The public must 
pay or ‘get into the game.’ 

“Relief to the consumer can only come through 
change of these basic conditions, wages and freight. 
The railroads can do little for us as long as they are 
hampered in control of their property. As to the 











miners it appears obvious that a noble per diem may 
approximate starvation per annum. It futile to 
maintain a scale that brings home no bacon through 
the vear. 


1S 


Because of the obsession to preserve a per 
diem the miner is earning less in a year than he ought 
to have for the proper support of his family. 

“The seat of the trouble is spasmodic and uncertain 
buying by the consumer. If there were concerted 
action in a community like Denver with the citizens 
agreeing to take certain quantities of coal per month 
on an agreed schedule for a year, operators could 
run their mines with fewer men, at less risk and at 
less expense. It is no exaggeration to say that two- 
thirds of the men engaged in mining coal could, un- 
der such circumstances, dig more coal in a year than 
they do now and would be willing to reduce the daily 
wage on assurance of a fair yearly return. 

**Cussing’ and complaining are not going te reduce 
the price of coal. It may be accomplished by wise 
community action in conjunction with representa- 
tives of the operators and miners, provided we keep 
and the legislatures off the sub;ect and 
work out an economic question with the aid of bus- 
iness men and eccnomists.” 


Congress 





Utility Employees Can Help Reduce Expenses 
here is probably not an employee who has failed 
to appreciate the seriousness of the present prostra 
tion of business and to notice that one corporation 
after another, formerly enjoying unusual prosperity 
has the of the payers. 
Some employees may say that all this does not inter- 
est them, so long as their pay envelopes are full and 
regularly so. They interested, however, and per- 
an they appreciate. Public utilities are 
so closely interwoven with the industries of any com- 
munity that their prosperity is dependent upon the 
prosperity of the community, its industries and its 
individutzis. Public utility lso largely de 
pends upon the confidence placed in its earning abil 


joined ranks non-dividend 


are 
haps more tl 


success <¢ 


itv by the men and women who have money to in- 


vest. Unlike other corporations, a public utility is 
limited in its earning power during times of pros- 
perity, however much it may suffer in times of de- 
pression, and it can only gain and retain the confi 


1 


dence of the 
dividend paver at 


investing public bv 
ill times 


being a consistent 


The public utility emplovee is therefore vitally in 
terested in seeing his company retain the confidence 
of those who provide the money that pace may be 
kept with the growth of the community, and that 
service may always be rendered. Public utility em- 
ployees can help in times like these by increasing in- 
dividual efficiency and by cutting out every unneces- 
sary expense wherever it is uncovered. It is surpris- 
ing how many items of outlay ordinarily unnoticed 
appear as flagrant wastes when one is sincerely striv- 
ing te effect economies. It has been said that the 
waste basket of most concerns is the index of their 
prosperity. Watch the small things and don’t let the 
waste basket carry out the company dividends, com- 
munity confidence or the employee’s envelope. Loyal 
ce oployees will help—Suggestion of “Duquesne 
iizht Company News” to employees. 











Cities Cannot Bankrupt Utilities 

\ decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the case of the city of San Antonio, Texas, 
is of importance to utilities in general. A street rail- 
wavy company in \ntonio was granted a fran- 
chise by the city, which was in force, in which it was 
provided that the street car company could collect 
a fare of 


san 


5 cents for a ride on its car line, and was 
obliged to give universal transfers. The contract had 
become a losing business proposition and would force 
the utility into the hands of a receiver if continued 
The city insisted upon the enforcement of the con- 
tract and would not modify it. The district court of 
the United States ruled against the city of san An- 
tonio enforcing the contract on the ground that the 
rate was confiscatory of the property. The Supreme 
the United sustained the district 
court, enjoining the city. 


Court of States 


A contract calling for a confiscatory rate would 
not stand in law. 





San Diego Company Entertains Rotarians 

H{1. H. Jones, manager of the San Diego Consoli- 
dated Gas & Electric Company, recently entertained 
the San Diego Rotary Club at its regular meeting 
with a luncheon in the company’s garage. More than 
150 plates were served, the guests including many 
city officials and prominent business men. Talks re- 
garding the company’s business were made by M 
Klauber, superintendent, regarding the manufactur- 
ing department of the business and by M. B. Fowler, 
regarding the financial department, particularly with 
reference to the desirability of customer ownership 
from the citizen’s standpoint. Mr. Jones says: “The 


mecting seemed to make a very favorable impression 
upon those present, giving them a better idea of the 
size of the property and of some of the problems 
which we have to meet and how they are solved 
successfully.” 
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In several industries the system of giving the staff 
of all grades. from managers to laborers, a direct 
share of the profits, dependent on the welfare of the 
concern, has been in practice for some considerable 
time. It is now being extended to gas undertakings 
A scheme has been evolved to give the men and 
clerks employed in large gas works a direct interest 
in the prosperity of the undertaking with which they 
are associated and to en- 


British Plan of Profit Sharing 


How Gas Companies Should Divide with Their Employees 
By T. SINGTON, Manchester, England 







such variations. Taking 64 cents per thousand cubic 
feet to be equal to one-half per cent, we obtain the 
following schedule: 


Rate or 
Bonus 
YZ per cent 
¥Y4 per cent 








POG sb 00 sais 1'4 per cent 
courage them to exert ere 24 per cent 
themselves to the utmost. [[ _ BAP sows ses 3 per cent 
both in their own interest eer 33% per cent 
and for the general bene- eres 414 per cent 
fit of the community, the 0.50 ....... 5% per cent 
gas consumers. It is an 0.48. .....6 percent 
antidote to what is ‘ ° ° a. ee 634 per cent 
known as Ca’ Canny, that It is always interesting to learn reese 7% per cent 
is, doing the minimum of how the other fellow is carrying eee 8% per cent 


work for the maximum ot 
pay, regardless of the fact 
that, in the long run. it in- 
jures the individual just 
as much as the com- 
munity. 

Many gas companies, 
more especially those 
subject to official control, 
increase their dividends 
or profits pari passu with 
decreases in the amount 
charged for gas; thus 
both consumers of gas 
and shareholders, who 
have invested capital in 


land.— Editor. 








out a unique plan. Numerous 
companies in America have em- 
ployee representation plans, but 


here is the way it is done in Eng- 


One-half, or if preferred 
more, of the rate or bonus 
due to each of the staft or 
the work people, is invest- 
ed in the ordinary shares 
or stock of the undertak- 
ing in the names of sev- 
eral trustees, until the 
sum standing to the cred- 
it of any individual is 
equal to, say $400 or $509, 
it is then invested in the 
ordinary shares of the 
company, and the em- 











ployee, whatever his 





the undertaking benefit 
by reduced cost of pro- 
duction; whilst conversely they suffer when the cost 
of production increases, entailing additional charges 
on consumers, such as may result from a strike of 
coal miners. The scheme outlined below places em- 
ployees in the same position as shareholders, by giving 
them a good opportunity to share in the profits, by 
allotting to them a percentage of the earnings, based 
on a sliding scale, which increases when the cost of 
gas is reduced and decreases when the gas consumers 
have to pay more for the gas they use. The system 
is based on a rate or bonus of 3.6 per cent on the an- 
nual salaries of the office staff and the wages of the 
work people per annum for every two cents charged 
for the gas below a given amount, say 64 cents per 
thousand cubic feet, or any other figure, more or less. 

These amounts can, of course be varied to suit local 
conditions. They might vary in every town. but the 
proportions could be maintained ; in many towns the 
cost of gas may be much higher. Where this is be 
ing written it is 96 cents per thousand cubic feet. 
That would not affect the broad principle. The price 
of gas may fluctuate: with cheap coal it will fall; as 
the result of war it may rise. The system allows for 





grade may be, becomes 

automatically a_ share- 
The other half or share of the bonus is left 
in the custody of the company and is placed to the 
credit of the staff, interest at a given rate, say 314 
per cent, 5 per cent, or any other agreed amount, is 
paid. The whole of the staff have the option of in- 
vesting the full amount in the company’s shares; or 
of withdrawing the portion not invested, subject to a 
short notice. 

The following rules have to be observed in working 
out the scheme The more important ones are set 
out below in precise detail. the first as follows: 

“The bonus shall be calculated on the salaries of 
the office staff and the wages of the work people, no 
account being taken of overtime. Any worktnan 
who may be engaged on piece work shall have his 
bonus calculated on the amount he would have 
earned at his ordinary rate of wages in the regular 
working hours.” 

The next rule is also essential: “No deductions 
shall be made on account of absence caused by illness, 
unless the total amount of such absence exceeds tw 
months (eight weeks) in the year; any deductic x 
made shall be for the excess over that period.” 


holder. 
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In some towns there is a very considerable per- 
Only absence due to bona fide 
illness is taken into account. Precise information as 
to the working of the scheme is given in the next 
rule: “For the purpose of the bonus, the year shali 
end on December 31, it must be declared half vearly, 
in, say February and August (or any other conveni- 
ent months). It shall be paid in full to employees 
discharged from the company’s service on account of 
slackness of work, or in the event of superannuation 
or death, for the period such employees have worked 
under co-partnership agreement during that year. 
Men leaving the company’s service of their own ac- 
cord before the declaration of the bonus and with the 
approval of their engineer or superintendent, shall, in 
respect of the current year’s bonus, be paid only the 
withdrawable half calculated on the time they have 
been under co-partnership agreement in such year. 
Should a man be discharged for misconduct in vicola- 
tion of his co-partnership agreement. he sha!l forfeit 
all claim to bonus for the expired portion of the pe- 
riod of the co-partnership agreement he was working 
under at that time.” 


entage of absentees. 


The emplovees are encouraged to invest other 
amounts in the company’s shares, to increase their 
co-partnership irterest, that is made clear by the fol 
lowing rule: “The company will, on the application 
of any co-partner, make arrangements for the trans- 
fer and investment of any bonus to his credit in the 
drawable account or of any other money he may de- 
sire to invest in the stock of the company. Any co- 
partner selling stock purchased through co-partner- 
ship, or pawning or pledging the same, without the 
consent of the treasurer of the company, will at once 
cease to be a co-partner.” 

It is important to have an explicit understanding 
as regards management, to avoid misunderstanding 
and friction; one of the rules therefore states that 
nothing in the co-partnership scheme shall give to 
any co-partner, whether officer or workman, any right 
to interfere in the management or control of the com- 
pany’s works, or in the working and carrying on of 
the company’s business. Beyond that, the co-part- 
nership scheme is to a very large extent under the 
control of the man and staff themselves, by means of 
a management committee. It has no executive power. 
Any opinion expressed by it, however, is carefully 
considered. This committee may consist of the chair- 
man of board of directors, a given number of 
members elected by the board, say eleven, and twelve 
members clected by the co-partners by ballot. [t 
would probably be found in practice that the ma 
jority of those elected by the board of directors would 
be employe s Men eligible for election to the con 
mittee must hold and continue to hold not less than 
$500 invested in the company’s stock, and must have 
been at least five years in the company’s employ. 
One-third of the committee retire every year, but are 
eligible for re-election. Twelve members constitute 
a quorum, of which at least half must be of those ay 
pointed by the employees, and every resolution must 
be passed by a majority of the members present at 
and voting upon the resolution. The committee ay- 
point a secretary, who ts responsible for the working 
of the scheme and three or more trustees, one direc 
tor. one of the office staff, and one of the work people. 
the half bonus and 


1 
of the 


in whose names interest. 


any 





savings or transferred amounts added thereto shall 
be invested annually in the company’s ordinary stock. 
ules are drawn up controlling the appointment of 
auditors, specifying the duties of the secretary, con- 
trolling any alteration of the rules; 
board in case of dispute. 


references to the 
The cost of working the 
scheme is borne by the company. Some of these gas 
companies’ committees deal with very large amounts 
of money, and have members by the battalion, as re- 
gards numbers. 





Chemistry in Coking and Gas Industries 


\What the chemist can and should do, as well as 
what he has done, in the fields of coking, gas works 
control and gas analysis, will be discussed by vari- 
ous speakers at the symposium of the American 
Chemical Society, Thursday afternoon, September 8. 

The two hours available for this program as a por- 
tion of the division of industrial and engineering 
chemistry will be devoted to four principal subjects. 
Coke-oven problems, low-temperature carbonization, 
gas works control and gas analysis and its appli- 
cations. 

Prominent investigators and engineers working in 
each of the four fields to be discussed have been in- 
vited to open each portion of the program. These 
will be followed by others of extended experience 
along similar, lines so that it is anticipated at least a 
dozen persons will participate for about five minutes 
each and that additional time will be available for 
brief discussion from the floor. 

lf the interest in the program and problems pre- 
sented at the symposium seems to justify this, plans 
may be made for the formation of a regular section 
of the society to deal with the chemistry of gases and 
fuels. It is emphasized by the committee in charge 
H. Stone, H. E. Howe, 
and R. S. McBride that the symposium will dea! with 


of the meeting, Messrs. C. 


the chemical problems rather than with engineering 
problems which are commonly considered at the 
meetings of the American Gas Association. How- 
ever, it is hoped that the co-operation and attendance 
of all engineers as well as chemists will be had. 

Further suggestions regarding speakers or subjects 
which receive attention at the meeting should be ad 
dressed to the secretary of the symposium, R. S. 
McBride, 610 Colorado Building, Washington, D. C. 
Those having articles which they desire to present 
at the September meeting on any phase of gas or 
fuel chemistry should send the abstract of their paper 
with title and author to H. E. Howe, Marine Biolog- 
ical Laboratory, \Vood’s Hole, Mass., on or before 
\ugust 18, in order that their paper may be properly 
entered on the program. All individual papers on 
those subjects will be grouped together, probably 
for presentation on Friday morning, following the 
symposium. The very brief time available for the 
symposium makes it impossible to include them in 
ne Thursday afternoon session 


t.iec 
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The Cleveland Gas Case 


Those readers of the American Gas JouRNAL who 
have followed the developments of the Cleveland gas 
case in these columns will read the leading article this 
week with amazement, for it hardly seems possible in 
this age that a city as large as Cleveland can be in 
control of such short-sighted politicians. That the 
jurist in issuing the order for discontinuance of service 
acted according to law seems a foregone conclusion, 
for the principal involved is similar to the one in New 

lUupGE Orpers CLEVELAND’S GAs SHUT OFF No’ 5 York City under which numerous street-car lines were 
, discontinued under power of the Federal courts 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN Pusric AND Its ' J fe 
‘cm: . Just what will Cleveland do? We believe that the 
, reaction of the citizens of that city will so bring pres- 
PRESENTED WITH SILVER LovinG Cup . ee . 
: | ] \ 
sure to bear that long betore November 1 next the dis- 
" ) > . ° 
INvents GAs Marin BLOWER pute will be settled and the company will be allowed an 
Tue Pricer or Coal -4g3~ Oadeanate rate. 
: ' , As was to be expected, the legal representatives of 
British PLan > PROFIT SHARING ; , Se: ; 
Rincchens ag, the city of Cleveland appealed to a higher court and 
. secured an order restraining the putting into effect of 
ISDITORIALS ; . . - 
the increase in rates pending a thorough hearing. The 
PuspLic UTILITIES SECURITIES MARKET REPORT... date for this hearing has been set far enough in ad- 
News or tire Gas INDUSTRY r vance so that the main facts of the article as set forth 
remain unchanged. The hearing will be held in Sep- 
tember, as has been announced. 

But the condition that is appalling is that it became 
necessary for a court order to be issued. We have 
heard of going up against a stone wall, but never have 
we heard of a stone w it] heing composed of such short 
sighted persons. 

The Cleveland company some time ago appealed t 
its public, and in a series of concise statements told of 
its position and of the circumstances that forced it 


st 


its position \t that ime it was predicted 
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these columns that the company would win the moral 
We still believe 
that the result will prove our statements to be true, even 
though it would seem that the company, by being forced 
out of business in probably the largest city it serves, is 
losing a great deal of business. 


and active support of its customers. 


But no matter how 
much business it does, 1f it is losing money on every 
foot of gas sold, then the quicker it stops its sales the 
smaller will be the loss. 

From our experience, the residents of Cleveland are 
proud of their city, and until the present crisis arose 
we believed they were justified in their attitude. But 
certainly the fact that they allowed the situation to 
become so serious that the judge decided as he did 
would seem to show that Cleveland is not a place for 
the location cf any progressive industry. 

There can be no doubt that Judge Duncan certainly 
rendered a decision that was justified by facts, whether 
the law in the case agrees or not. Laws are peculiar 
things, and sometimes decisions that are based entirely 
on the laws are proved unjust by the facts. But that 
is a condition which we ive brought about ourselves, 
so there is no one particularly to blame. 

The American Gas JouRNAL believes that the atti- 
tude taken by the Cleveland company was thoroughly 
justified. It believes that it should be backed up in 
every way by every gasman in the United States. We 
are glad indeed that there are men of sufficient courage 
in our industry to fight for their rights and the rights 
of those they represent. The company represented its 
customers much better than did their elected repre- 
sentatives, and the officials of the company have car- 
ried out their duties much better than have the offi- 
cials of the city. It remains now to see just what will 
be the outcome of this most amazing battle. 





Getting Back to Normalcy 


At a hearing before a public utilities commission a 
consumer, in attacking a gas company plea for an in- 
creased rate, declared that the company was seeking a 
rate raise at a period when everything else was being 
deflated. She cited numerous cases to show that com- 
modities that had been sold on a war-time basis were 
gradually being reduced, and added that it was the 
duty of the gas company also to reduce its rate. 

Where she went astray was in not remembering that 
while all other commodities advanced during the war 
and immediately afterward, public utilities struggled 
along for the most part on the inadequate rates that 
had been effective for many years previous. She did 


not stop to consider that back of the present rates were 
years of loss to the company and its thousands of 
But her statement was typical of the 
attitude of consumers the country over, and it showed 
what a lot of ignorance there is regarding one of the 
most important necessities. 


shareholders. 








ls it fair, though, for gasmen to blame the public for 
this lack of knowledge? It hardly seems so to us, for 
if we search far enough we will find that it is because 
we have not spent sufficient time in telling the story of 
our difficulties to those who need us and who we need. 
And in many cases where there has been an attempt to 
tell our story it has been done inexpertly and in a half- 
hearted fashion. And the worse part of all is the fact 
that it has been done principally by press agents who 
did not know the industry except in a general way. 

There are in our industry men who can tell our story 
to the public in such a way as to actually convey the 
real truth regarding it; but, as has been stated many 
times in these columns, to attempt to do it in a whole- 
sale way is to invite failure. Every locality has a dif- 
ferent proposition to present under different circum- 
stances. it requires a study of these conditions by a 
man who knows what to look for and where. When 
this has been done, then it is possible to decide what 
course to follow and how to apply the information 
secured. 

Of course, there are many consumers who never 
could be convinced of the truth of any stand that a 
gas company might take, and that percentage must be 
discounted; but the majority are willing to be con- 
vinced when they are assured of the truth of a state- 
ment, no matter what its source. 


This is the time to 
convince them! 





Attention, Gas Men! 
By J. B. DILLON 


Some morning, in autumn, Mrs. Newlywed wil! 
visit your store, and when you talk to her about a 
gas jet, she will say “Oh, mercy me! I do not want 
any jet, for you know that is black.” 

Then you will say: 

“Oh yes, pardon me. I should have said gas flame.” 

“Ah, what is a gas flame?” she will ask. 

Will you say “Oh, it’s just a little quasi-vacuum, 
with hot air on all sides” ? 

' No. 
What will you say? 
“Tt’s something hot.” 


That won’t do, either. You must be technical; you 
must be learned. You know the boy says that the 
reason the doctor uses such “big words” is “he does 
not know what he’s talking about, and he doesn’t 
want anybody else to know.” Now, when you are 
asked what a flame is, do not be a doctor, but reply 
like the question-and-answer man of the newspaper. 

He is technical; he is learned He says: 


‘‘A simple flame, as that of a candle, consists of a 
luminous envelope surrounding a body of unburned 
vapor, and itself surrounded by an invisible layer of 
gases produced by the burning.” 


Then she will know that she is getting a run for 


her money, and she will tell the neighbors that the 
gasman is wonderfully educated. 











August 20, 1921 


AMERICAN 


GAS JOURNAL 





Suggestion Committee Statement 

In connection with the first suggestion contest 
held by the Philadelphia Company, and just recently 
closed, the committee on suggestions gave out the 
following statement, which seems to be a good sug- 
gestion: 

“The heads of large corporations and the officers 
responsible for the results in the various departments 
of large organizations in considering employees for 
more responsible positions, look first for initiative and 
imagination, both of which go to make up successful 
men unless new and progressive ideas and methods 
are injected into a business, it will die of dry rot. 

“Who is in a better position to suggest improved 
methods and time and money-saving changes than 
the person doing the actual work? The committee 
on suggestions 1s anxious to hear from the workers, 
and for that reason eliminated from competition su- 
pervising emplovees. Heads of departments should 
be in sympathy with this suggestion movement. co- 
operate with their employees and encourage them to 
offer suggestions. It is no reflection on their ability 
if good suggestions are received from their depart- 
ments. The reverse is really true, and the depart 
ments will be stronger in proportion to their ability 
to get the best thought and co-operation from all of 
their emplovees. Our president and his staff officers 
vive much attention to the suggestion campaigns, and 
encourage them in every way. 

“The fine results obtained in the first contest en 
courage the belief that the suggestion movement can 
be made a permanent feature. It will be the policy 
to be liberal and to adopt all the suggestions possible. 
The committee will be careful to investigate impar- 
tially and thoroughly all suggestions sent in and re- 
spectfully request all department heads to do the 
same. If emplovees need assistance, the department 
heads should cheerfully give it. 


“Economy Is Important 

“Employees should endeavor to analyze their sug- 
gestions before sending them in. Cost data can be 
secured from the proper officers, and this will permit 
you to ascertain if it will produce economies and to 
decide if vou would adopt the suggestion regardless 
of cost if you were responsible for the results secured 
by the company 

“Because of the present business depression and 
the reduced earnings of our companies, the commit 
tee wishes to stress the importance of economy It 
is an easv matter to suggest an improvement where 
a large outlay of money is involved. The manage- 
ment is concerned greatly at this time to furnish the 
necessities of Those features which are 
termed luxuries. such as cafeterias, gymnasiums and 
the like, cannot be considered at this time. Large 
corporations all over the country, which a year or 
two ago were approving these things (and they are 
fine when thev can be afforded), commenced to fur 
lough their employees the latter part of 1920, until 
now not over 25 per cent of their former force 1s em- 
ployed and those employees have had one or more 
reductions in wages. 

“We should keep constantly before us: 

“1. Reducing expenditures without lowering 
standard of service. 

“2. Improving service without increasing cost. _ 

“2 Securing new business without increasing 
cost.” 


business. 


the 


Casing-Head Gasoline 

In an article on “Possible Substitutes for Gasoline,” 
by A. W. Ambrose, in the July issue of the Ohio Gas 
and Oil Men’s Journal, the following 
included: 

“About the same time that the refiners began to 
add to the size of the gasoline fraction, thus raising 
the “end-point” of the resulting motor fuel, the pro- 
ducers of natural gas began to turn out what the 
trade calls “casing-head” gasoline. This material is 
very volatile, and is carried as a vapor by the nat- 
ural gas, but it can be removed as a liquid if the gas 
is highly compressed and then cooled. It has proved 
to be a valuable addition to our gasoline, as it fur 
nishes a much-needed supply of low boiling hydro- 
carbons that are frequently lacking in the crude oil. 

“The three principal methods, then, that have heen 
used in the last ten years to increase the supply of 
gasoline have been, first, raising the end-point: sec- 
ond, cracking gas and fuel oil, and third, making use 
of casing-head gasoline. We cannot raise the end- 
point much higher, as the present type of engine and 
carbureter cannot be modified to work efficiently on 
a fuel that is less volatile. We cannot hope for a 
great increase in casing-head gasoline, as the supply 
of natural gas is more liable to decrease than to in- 
crease as time goes on. ‘The process of cracking 
usually employed is limited by economic considera- 
tions. If the price of gas oil is low and the price of 
gasoline comparatively high, it pays the refiner to 
use cracking stills. There are, however, other large 
and important uses for gas oil. and its price, there- 
fore, tends to rise until cracking ceases to be prof 
itable.” 


“gas facts” are 


Gas Companies Start Advertising 


Managers ot three gas companies have reserved reg 
ular paid advertising space in their local newspapers 
1 " AT . 
ihe compames are: Wwew Uas 


J inesville, Waukesha Gas 


Portage American Gas Company. 


Light Company, of 


& Electric Company, and the 
rhe Portage American Gas Company, in one of its 


advertisements, telling why it believes in advertis 


that we merely give good 
courteous and make friends. We want to 
dispel prejudices and misunderstanding from the mind 

of the public by continually stating the facts about our 
We believe it our duty to let the public knov 

and the aims and ideals 
of the men engaged in that business. There is no mys 

y about it, nothing that we would wish to cover up. 
Then why not advertise it ’” 

The Waukesha Gas & Electric Company, in its first 
“Chats with Your Gasman,” says: “We shall trv in these 
advertisements to answer every question about the gas 
business that has puzzled you. If we seem to be over 
looking any, kindly write us about it and it will be 
answered,” 

The New Gas Light Company, of Janesville, 
“Tt j snot our desire to see our consmuers pay high ga 
bills. but rather we desire to see them getting the great 
est possible service fro mgas for the least possible ex 
penditure. That is why we are preaching economy in 
the use of gas wherever and whenever we have the op 
portunity.” 


ime. says: “ht sufficient 


service be 


Is not 


business 


the real nature of our business 


tery 


Says: 
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15 Cents Reduction on Gas in 
County 


t. Louis, Mo \ reduction of 
15 cents per 1,000 cu. ft. for 


= 
as, 
from $1.65 to $1.50, was put into 
effect \ug. ! by the St. Louis Coun- 
ty Gas Company. The reduction re- 
cently was agreed upon by the com 
pany and the League of Municipali 
ties ot St. Louis County, and au 
thorized by the public service com- 
mission, 

The gas company and the League 
of Municipalities of the county have 
a gentlemen's agreement designed to 
avoid controversy over rates and 
eliminate expense attendant upon 
such controversies. The gas com 
pany makes report of receipts and 
operating cost to the league, which 
comprises the mayors, 7ttorneys and 
engineers of the various county 
cities. The report is anolyzed and 
the rate necessary to produce oper- 
ating exnenses and 1 fair return de- 
termined. ‘The cities then appear 
hefore the pwhlic service commis- 
sion with recommendations. and the 
commissien to this time has accept- 
ed the recommendations. 

The last previous recommendation 
of the leasue was in July. 1920, 
when it advoceted an increase in 
rates from $1.45 to $1.65. The com 
vanv had asked for $1.75, but agreed 
to the lower figure. 


Shows Annual Saving of Half 
a Million Dollars 


Reorganization of its bureaus in 
a manner to effect a savinz to the 
State of $506,000 a vear is claimed 
by the new public service commis 
sion as one of the chief accomplish- 
ments of its first few months. 

The new stete-wide public service 
commission ws appointed by Gov- 
ernor ‘'ler April 25 last. under the 
law which gives it jurisdiction over 
everv public service corporation in 
the State with the exception of the 
transit companies of New York 


City It has the right to fix rates 
of service for all was, electric light, 
telephone. telecraph, steam, expres; 


and bageaze companies in the entire 





Re eR 











State, as well as rates on steam rail 
roads, street railroads and_ other 
‘ommon carriers outside the city. 

One of its most important tasks, 
which has just heen begun and which 
will take months before it is con 
cluded, will be to fix the rate for 
nearly a score of gas companies 
vhich are doing business in Greater 
New York, most of which are now 
operating under Federal injunctions 
and, pending action by the commis 
sion, fixing rates of their own. 

Vhe two commissions were au 
thorized to expend in the last vear 
of their existence $1,160,124. divided 
info S963.474 for personal service 
ind $196,000 for maintenance and 
operation. 

The new commission has reduced 
the number of jobs until the per- 
sonal service schedule is now $550, 
YOO a vear. \bout 100 employees, 
however, were transferred to the 
new transit commission, so that their 
salaries of something more than 
$150,000 a vear are not an actual 
saving to the taxpayers. The main 
tenance and operation schedule has 
been reduced to S150.000. 

The commission has already, after 
hearings, rendered two decisions of 
extreine importance ne was the 
modification of the order of the for 
mer public service commission of the 
Second |District granting the New 
York Telephone Company an_ in- 
crease of 20 per cent for exchange 
service and eliminating the 8 per 
cent reduction the company had been 
making on all hills. The commission 
has reduced the increase on exchange 
charges to 19 per cent 

The decision is not finel, however, 
for the hearing will be continued, 
and should a lower rate be deter 
mined upon the company must re 
turn the difference to its subscribers. 

\nother important action of the 
commission has heen the consolida- 
tion of several different companies 
operating in’ Rochester and sur 
roundin’ territory. Shscribers te 
one were unable to obtain service 
to subscribers to another. 

Dozens of vas companies have 


ide application for increases on 



















the ground that they were now op 
erating at a loss. It is hkely to be 
two or three vears before all the ap 


be disposed ot. 


plications can 
Look for Reduction 
Newport News, Va. here 
cheaper gas in sight for Newport 
News consumers, it has been ind 


t 


cated at a meetin 





v he city coun 
cil, where a communication trom 
d 


J. N. Shannahan stated that for the 


At 


the light and gas company was rei 


month of June the company got a 
better return than the $15,637.86 
considered necessary to meet e> 
penses and give fair profit. 
The special committee appointed 
to survey the idle seamen situation 
here made a brief report. They wi'l 
go deeper into the situation later. 

The council appropriated $7,606 
to build additional rooms on _ the 
negro hivh school here. Work on 
this addition will be started at once 

Members of the council and sev 
eral city officials stated thev will at 
tend the meeting of the League of 
Virginia Municipalities in Norfolk 
in September. 

Godfrey I. Smith stated at the 

, 


meetin’ that he believed the citv will 


be in a position to sell the $225,000 
worth of citv bonds in September. 
Feelers sent out by city and bond 
buvers indicate a trend toward bet 


‘ 


er con‘ditions. 


Commission Expresses Its 
Opinion 

The Idaho Public Utilities Com 
mission savs: 

“Public utility service is a very 
reai element of value in property for 
which it may be utilized. It seems 
to us to he no more than fair that 
those who own vacant property, and 
who will ultimately profit by or 
realize on that element of value af 
forded by public utility service, 
should do their share toward meet 
ing the cost of keeping this service 
available through the vears, so tha 
the whole burden does not fall on 
the shoulders of those who are en 
saved in building up end develon'n* 


the city. 
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Will Double Plant Capacity 

Gadsden, \la—The 
and distributing capacity ot the 
plant of the Tri-City Gas Company 
will be doubled here as the result 
of work to be soon carried out, ac- 
cording to J. S. Ridder, manager 
of the plant. The contract has been 
let for the rebuilding of the genera- 
tors and the laying of additional 
mains. 


gencrating 


Places Ten-Year Notes 

Portland, Me—The Portland 
Gas Light Company recently sold 
to a group of bankers in this city 
S500 000 4 per cent ten-vyeal eold 
notes to meet a like amount of its 
notes maturing Sept. 1, 1921. Prae 
tically the 
by the purchasing syndicate in ad 


entire amount was sold 


and 


ount 


Vance oft issue, 
double the an 
been readily 
mostly local. 


apparently 
would har 
taken by investors, 
This speaks well for 
the standing Portland 
Light ompany. which has been re- 
peatedly congratulated in financial 
circles on the ease and at the rate 
at which it secured the funds it 
needed. 


(ras 


of the 


Resigns from Natural Gas 
Company 
Young, assistant superin 
the United Natural 
Onl Citv, Pa., for the past 
resigned to 
W.Va. Mr. Young has 
employ of the United 
Natural Gas Company for the past 
fifteen vears. He will be connected 
with the Young Drilling Engine 
Company, of which he is a leading 
stockholder and inventor of the en- 
to be produced by the company. 


W. T. 
tendent of 
Company, 
five vears, 
Charleston, 


been in the 


(yas 


has gO tO 


gine 


Recovering from Operation 

Col. 1D. \W. K. Peacock, person- 
nel director of the Philadelphia 
Compary and affiliated corpora- 
tions, of Pittsburgh, Pa. is 
convalescing, following an opera- 
tion for appendicitis. 
ent indications the operation was 
successful 


R. M. Irvin, 


now 


rom pres- 


also ot the person- 


nel department, has undergone a 


serious operation and is confined to 
the Allegheny General !Tosnita! 
Has New Position 
Edward R. Knowles. fuel expert 
and consulting engineer. has been 
placed in charge of the pulverized 
coal and gas fuel engineering work 
of Murrie & Co., Inc., of New Yerk. 


Guffey-Gillespie Oil Co. 

The Tidewater Oil Company has 
made the first official announce- 
ment concerning the Guffey-Gilles- 
pie Oil Company, in the form of a 
letter to all stockholders calling a 
meeting for August 12. The com- 
pany’s habilities are around $3,- 
250,000, but according to Francis 
I. Fallon, president, the company 
is solvent, and a plan of adjust- 
ment of the indebtedness is to be 
presented to the stockholders. 


Gas Cems he Cena to 
Reduce Rates 


The city council of Poulder, Col., 
has ordered the Federa}! Gas Com 
pany, 


rate 


of that citv, to reduce their 
thousand 

In \pril the couneil inere ased 
the rate 25 per 
the employment of 
make ana 
told City 


yY cents 
cent. and ordered 
engineers to 
ppraisal of the plant, and 
Manager Mitchell to fui 
carding the standards 


of Pas required 1n other cities 


\V. J 
Bureau of 
Dakota, 


Odell, fuels engincer of the 
Mines, is North 
co-Cp rating Prof. 
Babcock ot the Unive rsity of 
North Dakota, on a series of tests 
of lignite carbonization, the setting 
work being carried on in the sma!! 


now 1n 


*41 
vwitn 


lignite coking plant of the univer 
sity part of the 
work of the university 
reau of Mines. 


co-onerative 


ind the Bu 


as a 


Appointed Commissioner 
Hugh MecIndoe, of \To.. 
been appointed by 


Tonlin. 
has 
Hvde 


State 


(sovernor 
as a member of the \fissourt 
Public Service Corimission 
for the full term of six vears. John 
\. Kurtz has been appernted chair- 
man of the commission, following 
the resignation of William G. Bus- 
by as chairman.and meinher. 


Doing Publicity Work 

\fiss Warren, formerly 
with th el. S. Bureau of Mines at 
Pittsburgh, is now doing conserva- 
tion publicity work for the Peoples 
Natural Gas Company in Pittsburgh 


and vicimty. 


\nna P 


Queens Borough Gas & Elec. 

New York Citv. The Queens 
Borough Gas & Electric Company 
has been authorized bv the executive 
committee of the 
mission to issue $2,229,000 of capt 
tal stock. 


$e 4 
public service com 


Financial Statement 


ihe Consolidated statement of the 
Union Natural Gas Corporation and 
affiliated companies for the six 
months ended June 30, 1921, shows 
operating revenue of $4,148,319. 
Net income after deduction of op 
erating expenses, taxes, depreciation, 
interest, etc., amounted to the sum 
of $1,177,153. 


Philadelphia Co. Gold Notes 


According to a public notice, the 
59,172,000 three-year 6 per cent, se- 
cured gold notes of the Philadel 
phia Company are to be redeemed 
at the Union ‘Trust Company oi 
Pittsburgh. Pa., October 1 next, 
at 1001% with accrued interest. The 
notes, which are dated Feb. 

are not due until Feb. 1, 


New Gas Find in Canada 
Fredericton, N. B.—Natural 
has been discovered at Edmundston, 
a milling town on the Canadian Pa 
northern New 
Whether the gas is in 
quantities has 3 to be de- 
The which is bub- 
ling 15 ft. in the air, is near the 
l'raser Company's pulp mill. 


ora 
Yas 


cific Railway in 
Brunswick. 
aving vet 


gas, 


I ° 
termined. 
| 


Issuing Bonds for M. O. Plant 

Orangeburg, S. C.—Announce- 
ment has been made that the city 
will shortly sell $100,000 worth of 
bonds, the money to be used in the 
construction of a gas plant. T. ©. 
S. Dibble, city clerk and treasurer 
has the matter in charee. 


Boston Con. Gas Output 


Boston, Mass.—The gas output of 
the Boston Consolidated Gas Cem 
pany for July was 430,873 cu. ft., a 
decrease of 6.4 
with the 


vear 


per cent compared 
corresponding month 


ago. 


Increase in Gas Rates 


Indianapolis, Ind.—A_ gross in 
crease to $1.85 per 7,000 cu. ft. of 
gas consumed has been granted the 
Middletown Gas Company by the 
Public Service Commission. 

Cn Vacation 
J. Stephany, superintendent + 
department, Philadelphia 
Company. at Pittsburgh, Pa.. ts 
Mant 


sale 


1 1° : v° 
spending his vacation 1n 


wac, Wis., with his parents 
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Georgia Ry. Co. Statement 

Earnings of the gas department 
of the Georgia Railway & Power 
Company for the calendar month 
of June before deduction of depre- 
ciation amounted to $58,954.36, ac- 
cording to a report made by the 
company to the Georgia State 
Railroad Cominission. The de- 
crease in the monthly earnings are 
due to reduced revenue resultant 
from lower gas rates which were 
in effect for a part of the period 
covered by the report. 

The net earnings of the gas de- 
partment in June were $24,013 less 
than the previous month when the 
gas rate was $1.90 per thousand 
cubic feet. The rate now in effect 
is $1.65, but the full effect of this 
reduction is not shown in the first 
month’s report, otherwise the net 
income would be considerably less 
than is shown. 

Earnings for the first six months 
of the year, ending June 30, assure 
this department of the corporation 
a satisfactory year. The Railroad 
Commission reports these earnings 
as follows after depreciation and 
all charges: 


January and February....$ 21,111 
March, April and May.... 191.779 
, errr oes S345 


Total for six months..... $265,23: 
This is at the rate of practically 
12 per cent of the Railroad Con 
mission’s valuation of the con 
pany’s properties, $4,533,000, as a 
gas rate making basis. Ina recent 
ruling the commission held that § 
per cent was a fair return to be al 
lowed and it appears, therefore, 
that another reduction in existing 
gas rates will be made in Atlanta. 
\ decrease in manufacturing ex- 
penses for June as compared with 
May is shown to amount to mort 
than $16,000. For May the total 
was $88,222, and for June, $72,015 





Increase Gas, Water Rates 

Phoenix, Ariz—The State corpo 
ration commission has issued a state- 
ment forecasting slight increases in 
rates for water and gas at Yuma, 
but saving that the electric light 
rates probably would be unchanged. 
The statement also said that a for- 
mal order calling for the readjust- 
ment of rates, conditioned upon bet- 
ter service by the Yuma Light, Gas 
& Water Company, probably would 
be issued soon. 


Public Relations Office Is 
Created 

The Union Gas & Electric Com- 
pany recently created the office of 
director of public relations, and ap- 
pointed Harry J. Hoover to fill the 
position. Mr. Hoover has com- 
plete charge of the new office and 
working out of the new branch, 
with general supervision over ail 
of the activities that make good- 
will. 

The commercial department of 
the company has been divided into 
three parts as follows: 

The lighting sales department, 
under the direction of T. L. Phil- 
lips, manager of lighting sales. 

The power sales department, in 
charge of J. T. Nyhan, nanager of 
power sales. 

Information department, with 
Charles D. Reichel in charge. 


Want to Discontinue Gas 


Service 

freeman J. Eagleson, attorney 
for the Berea Pipe Line Company, 
has filed application with the com- 
mission asking permission to with- 
draw from service and to discon- 
tinue the natural gas supply to 336 
consumers, an eight-inch line ex- 
tending from: its pump station in 
Stronville Township, Cuyahoga 
Courty, to the plant of the Cleve 
land Builders ; 
in the city of Cleveland, due to the 
tact that the supplying company 


Supply Company, 


can no longer enable it to maintain 
its service, and because the servic 
which could be maintained will not 
justify the retention of the capital 
invested. 


Steptoe Law 
The cases of the State of Penn- 
svlvania and the State of Ohio 
against the State of West Virginia, 
in which the plaintiff States seek 
to prevent the enforcement of the 
so-called Steptoe law, have been 
assigned for oral argument in the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States on Dec. 6, 1921. 





Deny Rise to Jersey Gas Co. 

Atlantic Citv, N. J.—In a decision 
made public here recently the public 
utility commission unanimously dis- 
missed the application of the Pleas- 
antville Gas Company for permis- 
sion to increase its rates from $2 to 
$2.75 per thousand feet. The com- 
pany serves many small communi- 
ties in southern New Jersey. 


Public Service Wins Fight 

Trenton, N. J.—The Public Serv- 
ice Gas Company has won its fight 
for the right to lay a gas main in 
Chestnut Street, Milltown. 

After a protracted» hearing~V ice- 
Chancellor Backes ruled against the 
Booreams’ owners of the property 
involved and the complainants in 
this action. He dismissed the re- 
straining order and dissolved the 
rule to show cause why a perma 
nent injunction should not be issued 

The litigation was bitterly contest 
ed. Assemblyman Fred Devoe and 
fjormer Assemblyman John P. Kirk 
patrick appeared for the Booreams, 
and E. Ambler Armstrong, of Cam- 
den, represented the company. 





Issues Financial Statement 

\ financial statement of the Bev 
erly Gas & Electric Company as of 
Iuly 26 last indicates total assets of 
$1,585,176, compared with $1,530,- 
“30 the same time in the correspond 
ing vear. Machiner yis valued at 
$1,147.538 against $1.087,198; and 
cash and accounts receivable stand 
at $89,869, compared with $80,991 
last vear. Capital stock shows an 
nerease from S87 500 to $825,000. 
No notes or bills and accounts pay 
able are reported, against $140,701 
in 1920; and the surplus account 
shows an expansion from $21,595 
to $333,604 


Reduction of Gas Rates Is 
Opposed 


Montgomery, Ala.—R. I. Speer 
rr of the Mobile Gas Com 

pany, and Harry T. Smith, general 
counsel for the company, told the 
\labama public service commission 


linavre 


recently that the company will be 
unable to recoup the deficit suffered 
during the past few vears and con 
tinue to finance its operations if the 
commission reduces the rate on gas 
as contemplated in the issuance of 
the citation to the company to show 


why the rate should not be reduced. 





Plans to Buy Gas Company 

Fl Centro, Cal.—Action is expect- 
ed daily from the railroad commis 
sion on the application of H. W. 
Durkhart and associates for author- 
itv to purchase the gas plant in Fl 
Centro now owned by W. F. Holt, 
but which is not being operated. In 
the event the application is granted, 
the prospective purchasers propose 
to make 2 general appeal to the peo 
ple here to determine if a sufficient 
volume of business can be secured to 
mak it pay. 








th 

















August 20, 1921 


AMERICAN GAS JOURNAL 





Will Build Artificial Gas Plant 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Plans for an arti- 
ficial gas plant which will cost about 
$4,000,000 are being prepared by the 
[roquois Natural Gas Company. It 
is said that they are practically com 
pleted and will be submitted soon to 
the public service commission. 

Nothing will be done by the Iro- 
quois company, however, until the 
commission hands down its decision 
on the application of W. J. Judge, 
owner of the Buffalo gas plant, to 
transfer his holdings and franchises 
to the Niagara Gas Corporation, 
vhose officers are associated with 
Daniel |. Kenefick, attorney for the 
gas interests here. 

This application is a step in the 
direction of the consolidation of the 
artificial and the natural gas serv- 
ices. The natural and the artificial 
gas interests, which are under the 
same financial control, want to 
merge the two companies and sell a 
mixed product. The services will 
be consolidated if a satisfactory cap- 
italization and price for the gas can 
be agreed on. 

It is the intention of the company 
to build a modern plant which, with 
the Iroquois Natural Gas Company, 
will be able to supply the needs of 
the entire citv. The Genesee Street 
gas plant and the water gas plant op- 
erated by Mr. Judge will not be 
abandoned, but will be used for aux- 
iliary purposes. It is estimated that 
it will take about a year to build the 
plant. 

It is claimed by gas officials that 
the building of a modern plant and 
the mixing of the two gases will 
solve the gas problem here. They 
allege the natural gas supply must 
be augmented with manufactured 
gas. ast winter some natural gas 
users hardly had enough gas to cook 
with, even when the weather was 
not severe. Manufactured gas con- 
sumers have had a constant supply, 
but they have been paving $1.65 per 
1,000 cu. ft. The natural gas rate 
now is a minimum of 40 cents and 
a maximum of 60 cents per thou 
sand. 


Fights Against Rate Increase 

Muscatine, TIowa.— While the 
Muscatine Lighting Company is 
seeking a return of 8 per cent upon 
the valuation of its property here, the 
company will pay but 6 per cent in- 
terest for the use of the consumers’ 
money collected in overcharge in 
the event of the final decision fixing 
a lower rate than $1.94, says E. R. 


Tipton, city attorney, in discussing 
the gas rate. 

“T believe that the company should 
be willing to pay interest on the con- 
sumers’ money at a rate equal to that 
which they demand on their invest- 
ment,” the attorney said. 

The ruling of Judge Wade fixing 
the temporary rate of $1.94 also 
stipulates that the company shall 
post a bond to cover any overcharges 
that might be made in event of a 
lower rate being fixed, and that all 
excess money collected above the 
fixed rate shall be returned with in- 
terest at 6 per cent. 

The attorney also points out that 
the company is taking as a basis for 
its valuation the replacement value 
of the plant, and that this value 
would include present freight rates 
on the price of pipe and material, 
for instance, which are far in ad- 
vance of the prices which prevailed 
at the time the plant was installed. 

Mr. Tipton, in commenting upon 
the Bemis report, to which, appar- 
ently, little weight was attached by 
the special master, said that the re- 
port was used to a great extent upon 
vouchers which were produced by 
the company, showing actual costs 
ef installing the plant. He further 
asserted that as there were certain 
items for which the company could 
not produce vouchers, Mr. Bemis 
conferred with E. L. Fischer, head 
of the local company, and that they 
agreed upon fair valuations for these 
items. 

While some of these arguments 
have been presented in the ‘wo hear- 
ings already held for the purpose of 
fixing a temporary rate, and in the 
city’s objections to the reports of W. 
G. Raymond, special master, they 
will again he presented with a mass 
of other evidences at the final hear- 
ing in the United States District 
Court. 


Reduce Leakage in Pittsburgh 

A. Hurburt, general manager of 
the gas and oil properties of the 
Philadelphia Company of Pitts- 
burgh, in commenting upon the 
natural gas leakage question, savs: 

“In the case of the Philadelphia 
Company, Equitable Gas Company 
and affiliated gas companies, the 
leakage losses of natural gas from 
the fields through the transmission 
lines and distribution system to 
the meters of the consumers in 
1920 was slightly less than 8.03 per 
cent. This so-called leakage in- 
cludes even that amount of un- 


measured free gas which is fur- 
nished to persons with whom the 
companies many years ago made 
contracts for rights of way, and 
with whom it has not been possible 
to arrange for the installation of 
measuring appliances. This leak 
age also includes all gas that may 
escape our measurements. The 
leakage of 8.03 per cent is as low 
as it has been possible for most 
artificial gas companies to obtain, 
despite the fact that artificial gas 
companies are not confronted with 
the problem of transporting their 
product long distances from the 
point of manufacture to the point 
of consumption, as is necessarily 
the case with natural gas compa- 
nies. The bulk of the natural gas 
supplied by the Philadelphia Com- 
pany is transported more than 150 
miles from the point of production 
to the point of consumption.” 


Ukiah to Buy City Gas Plant 

Ukiah, Cal—Notwithstanding the 
fact there appeared at first to be a 
considerable opposition to the pur- 
chase of the gas plant by the city of 
Ukiah and to have the same run mu- 
nicipally, the recent vote was more 
than a landslide in favor of the line 
of progress in Ukiah. 

There was more or less quiet op- 
position known to prevail, and ac- 
cordingly the progressive men and 
women of the city got together and 
decided to see that the people were 
acquainted with the actual condi- 
tions and thereafter induced every- 
one to vote, thus obtaining a broad 
expression of sentiment. 

Residents favoring the purchase 
of the plant used their machines and 
got the voters to the polis, and a 
goodlv sized army of boosters for 
the purchase of the plant worked 
tirelessly all dav long, with the satis- 
fying end that the close of the polls 
vrought the announcement that the 
peonle had voted to buy the plant by 
na ballot of 459 for and 37 against. 





Oklahoma Co. Awards Prizes 

Phe Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Company has just made awards for 
the best suegestion received from 
emplovees during the month of June 
Will Dixon, of the gas department, 
received first prize of $15 for the 
money-saving idea with reference to 
laving in low-pressure pipe. Leota 
Tomer, of the commercial depart 
ment, and M. J. Davis, of the credit 
department, received second and 
third prizes respectively. 
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Text of Decision Reducing the 


Rate to D. C. Consumers 

Washington, D. C.—The ga srate 
decision follows: 

By the commission: On March 
17, 1921, the commission issued or- 
der No. 415, fixing the price to be 
charged for gas furnished by the 
Washington Gas Light Company and 
the Georgetown Gas Light Company 
at the following rates: 

For les sthan 50,000 cu. ft. of gas 
per month, $1.25. 

For 50,000 cu. ft. and less than 
250,000 cu. ft. per month, $1.20. 

For 250,000 cu. ft. and less than 
500,000 cu. ft. per month, $1.15. 

For 500,000 cu. ft. and less than 
750,000 cu. ft. per month, $1.10. 

For 750,000 cu. ft. and less than 
1,000,000 cu. ft. per month, $1.05. 

For 1,000,000 cu. ft. or more per 
month, $1. 

3y the terms of the order these 
rates are effective to the meter read- 
ing period beginning Sept. 18, 1921, 
unless on or before that date the 
commission shall have ordered other- 
wise. For the purpose of consider- 
ing the rates to be effective after the 
last-named date, the commission 
held a formal public hearing, after 
due notice, on July 22, 1921, at which 
time the companies presented de 
tailed statements showing the results 
of their combined operations during 
the first five months of the presert 
calendar year and an estimate of op- 
erations for the remaining seven 
months of that year. These state- 
ments were accompanied by one 
showing at what rate the companies 
could furnish gas for the ensuing 
year with costs of fuel and oil ad- 
justed to present prices and assuming 
a rate of return of 8 per cent on the 
fair value of the properties as of 
May 31, 1921. The result of these 
calculations showed that gas could 
be furnished to all consumers, i. e., 
to private consumers, to the Federa 
ond District Governments, for street 
lighting and to outside companies at 
an average rate of $1.0©47 per thou- 
sand cubic feet. Owing to the eftect 
of the low rate fixed by act of Con- 
gress for gas furnished to the Fed 
eral and District Governments, and 
allowing for the step rates to whole 
sale consumers, the rate to private 
consumers using less than 5,000 cu. 
ft. per month would be $1.152. The 
companies accordingly stated that 
hey are prepared to submit to a re- 
duction of 10 cents per thousand 
eubic feet for gas sold on and after 
the meter reading period beginning 
Sept. 18, 1921, the dates on which the 
present ratee expir. 


As stated above, the rduction of 
10 cents per thousand cubic feet is 
proposed on the assumption that the 
rate of return to be allowed on the 
fair value of the property be fixed at 
8 per cent. The commission believes 
that under conditions as they exist 
at this time it will be fair and rea- 
sonable to adjust the rates for gas 
so as to bring to the companies a 
return of approximately 7 per cent. 
This can be accomplished by a max- 
imum rate of $1.10 per thousand 
cubic feet and a minimum rate of 90 
cents per thousand, using the same 
basis of prices, consumption, etc., as 
was used by the companies in arriv- 
ing at their proposed reduction in 
rates of 10 cents per thousand cubic 
feet. 

As to the steps in the present 
schedule, the commission believes 
that there is too great a variation be- 
tween the minimum and maximum 
amounts and that they should be 
modified to the extent indicated be 
low in paragraph 1 of the order. 

After a careful consideration of 
the evidence in this case, the com- 
mission is of the opinion that the re- 
duction to $1.10 per thousand cubic 
feet to retail consumers, with a min- 
imum rate of 90 cents per thousand 
cubic feet, is just and reasonable and 
should be made. 

It is, therefore, ordered: 

(1) That the rates to be charged 
by the Washington Gas Light Com- 
pany and the Georgetown Gas Light 
Company to consumers other than 
the United States and the District of 
Columbia shall be in accordance with 
the following schedules: 

For less than 50,000 cu. ft. of gas 
per month, $1.10.. 

For 50,000 cu. ft. and les sthan 
200,000 cu. ft. per month, $1.05. 

For 200,000 cu. ft. and !ess than 
500,000 cu. ft. per month, $1. 

For 500,000 cu. ft. and less than 
800,000 cu. ft. per month, 95 cents. 

For 800,000 cu. ft. or more per 
month, 90 cents. 

The above rates apply to each in- 
stallation or plant. The consumption 
of gas by the same customer in dif- 
ferent plants or locations will not be 
combined. 

(2) That if anv private consumers 
of gas shall not pay monthly any gas 
bill within ten days after the same 
shall have been presented, the gas 
company may charge and collect 
from said customer 10 cents addi- 
tional for each 1,000 cu. ft. of gas 
represented by said bill, as now au- 
thorized by law. 

(3) That the Washington Gas 
Light Company and the Georgetown 


Gas Light Company shall file withir 
ten adys from the date of this orde: 
new schedules embodying the rate 
herein prescribed. 

(4) That these rates shall apply t: 
all gas furnished from tlhe mete: 
reading period beginning Sept. 18 
1921, to the meter reading period he 
ginning March 18, 1922. 

(5) That beginning with the mete: 
reading beginning March 18, 1922, 
the rates shall be restored automat 
ically to a uniform rate of 95 cents 
per 1,000 cu. ft., unless on or before 
said date the commission shall have 
ordered otherwise. 


Will Study Coke Situation 

Cs. St: J. Perrott, associate phy Ss! 
cal chemist of the lnited States 
Bureau ot Mines experiment sta- 
tion, Pittsburgh, Pa., is to be sent 
to Birmingham, Ala., to study the 
physical properties of coke in re 
lation to its production and use in 
the blast furnace.  Blast-furnace 
operators declare that there is a 
decided lack of knowledge regard- 
ing the physical and chemical prop 
erties of coke in producing iron 
ore. In the stress of wartime they 
found it necessary to use almost 
anything in the way of coke ma 
terial that was offered, and. it is 
said, thev found they could use ma 
terials that before seemed impos- 
sible. It is believed, therefore, 
that the investigation proposed of 
fers a very fertile field for the ob 
taining of very important informa- 
tion. Conditions are very favor- 
able for the conducting of these 
investigations at the ‘Tuscaloosa 
experiment station of the Bureau 
of Mines, where there are quite a 
number of small blast-furnac: 
plants and by-product plants, many 
of which are ready to carry on in- 
vestigating work. 





Two Employees of Public 
Service Co. Retire 

Two employees of the Public 
Service Company of Northern [Ili 
nois have been placed on the ser 
vice annuity list. Elmer Themes, 
who entered the employ of the 
Economy Light & Power Com 
pany, at Joliet, in 1889, coming in- 
to the service of the Public Servic: 
Company when the former com 
pany was merged with the Public 
Service Company, has been forced 
to retire on account of poor health, 
and he has been traveling in Cali 
fornia. Mr. Christ Henrickson, 


employed in the gas department for 
twenty years, has not enjoyed good 
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A. G. A. Convention Expected 
to Break Records 


The third annual convention of the 
American Gas Association to be held 
this year in the Congress and Audi- 
torium Hotels, Chicago, during the 
week of November 7,, promises to 
excel any previous annual meeting 
ever held by the gas industry. The 
program for the general sessions as 
well as for the special sessions is 
fast assuming shape, and the sub- 
jects to be dealt with are timely and 
concern problems that are now fac- 
ing the industry in this period of 
economic readjustment. 

The manufacturers’ exhibition will 
open on Monday, November 7, in the 
Congress Hotel, and the principal 
business sessions of the convention 
will be held on November 9, 10 and 
11, in the Gold Room, on the mez- 
zanine floor of the Congress Hotel, 
all sessions starting at 10 o'clock. 

The sectional sessions will be held 
on the afternoons of the same days 
as the general sessions, starting 
promptly at two o'clock. There will 
be the usual entertainment features 
including the president’s reception. 
followed by a dance and supper to 
be held in the Gold Room of the 
Congress Hotel on Wednesday eve- 
ning, dress being informal, the an- 
nual banquet followed by a dance to 
be held in the Gold Room on Thurs- 


day evening, and various other 
functions, including dinners and 
trips for visiting guests around 


Chicago. 

It is the desire of the members of 
the general program committee of 
the association to make this vear’s 
annual meeting one full of valuable 
ideas and discussions, with every ses- 
sion crammed full of practical talk 
on questions of the utmost impor 
tance to every man in the gas busi 
ness. 

It is also proposed this year te 
make a special effort in securing as 
broad publicity as possible for the 
convention. In line with this effort a 
conference at association heack 
ters called for Thursday 
morning, August 18, of the members 


JuaAT- 


beer 


has 


ot the veneral prog m commiuttee, 
which includes all section chairmen, 
the members of the managing co 

mittee of the publicity and advertis 
ing section, and several gasmen from 
Chi SO expel enced 1 publicity 
practice \t this meeting nlans will 
be formulated fe bri wing’ the con 
vention to the ‘e 0 ie \met 

can public in a way that will not be 


fi yrvotten 


proved that the newspapers of the 
country are interested in the annual 
convention of gasmen, and this year 
it is hoped to secure publicity in 
every newspaper published in a town 
where there is a gas plant in opera- 
tion. 

As fast as the program is com- 
pleted, details of it will be issued for 
publication, so that everyone may 
know just how important this year’s 
meeting is to be. Those who expect 
to attend are urged to make their 
reservations immediately. From re- 
ports reaching association headquar- 
ters from Chicago, the attendance 
this year promises to be larger than 
any so far registered in the past. 


Service Bedeos Allotted to 
Employees of P. S. Co. 


At the semi-annual allotment of 
service badges, a custom instituted 
by the Public Service Company of 
Northern Illinois, in 1916, on July 
1, the following were given badges: 

Twenty-year badges—Frank J. 
Baker, Patrick Coolahan, Mike 
Devlin, D. C. Fraser, C. Hendrick- 
son, J]. McNamara, H. Perry, G. H. 
Yardley. 

Fifteen-year badges—P. Burns, 
H. Berther, S. B. Cushing, W. C. 
Dowdy, S. L. Doty, G. Genung, G. 
Hecketsweiler, E. S. Looker, R. V. 
Loehrr, J. J. Murphy, C. A. Mun- 
roe, A. Petitclair, A. Sellner, A. 
Herz, C. Caruso. 

Ten-year badges- -W. Block, E;. 
E. Brenneman, T. A. Blech, C 
Christensen, J. Carey, R. Dupius, 
H. B. Davison, G. Greinke, P. E. 
Hopkins, T. Lamond, Mrs. B. Mc- 
Donald, W. J. MacPherson, R. 
Proggie, Sam Pollazzo, J. Robert- 
son, Fr. Zerse. 

Five-year badges 


eg -R. D. Avers 
man, Wm. Brown, Eva Cleveland, 


Jos. Cannon, H. L. Cope, A. Cohrs, 
C. Davis, E. Davidson, J. K. Dun 
can, Sam Digostoro, Herbert In 
ger, G. Fox, L. Finnerty. F. O 
Godfrev, Chas. Hinks, FE. R. Mul 
lig. Wm. Krotz, A. Kerwald, ¢ 
Lindauist. G. F. Mever. Wm. M 
Nicholas, R. Mille Ed. Miezys 
| Viman \Iu 1D] N¢ 1 a 
FE. Pillifant. F. L. R EF. 7. Star 
ton, Laura Sor ( ld, VW \f 
Stonebreak« ) . 
Swanson rote 
Vavasky 
The b eed 
NvVve-Veé 1 in er Tie 1 
+; ] \ 
( s Sel ( ( 1 1( VW 





Commission Department Is 


Abolished 

The position of power adminis 
trator and the power administra 
tion department of the California 
State Railroad Commission have 
been abolished. The office of pow- 
er administrator was created as a 
war measure for the regulation of 
the State’s power resources in 
June, 1918 The commission rec- 
ommends that the work done by 
the administration department be 
continued by individual companies. 





Becomes Executive Secretary 
L. K. Starr has resigned as as- 
sisiant editor of the Atlanta Journal 
to take up his work as executive 
secretary of the Georgia Commait- 
tee on Public Utility Information, 
which was recently organized. 





Gas Co. Remodels Office 

Tampa, Fla.—Giving Tampa 
Street another office building, the 
Tampa Gas Company is remodeling 
its two-story structure, Madison 
and Tampa Streets, at a cost of ap- 
proximately $6,000. New flooring 1s 
being laid in the salesroom and gen 
eral downstairs, and display 
windows are being altered. The 
entire second floor, formerly devoted 
demonstration kitchen and 
salesmen’s classrooms, is being con- 
verted i Several of the 


offices 


to a 
into offices. 
rooms are occupied now, the follow- 
ing having moved in: Drs. H. O. 
Snow, F. A. Cameron, John Halli 
dav and C. B. Fluker, physicians 
and surgeons: Drs. G. A. Brum- 
mette and S. W. Allen, dentists, and 
John Drew. real estate. The interior 
of the is being painted a 


pleasing light gray color. 


offices 


Extend Time for Payment on 
Utilities Stock 


Springfield, [11—Cireulars hai 
been mailed notifvinge sto lers 
t]| Citizens Gas & Elect 

Comnany\ hat the he lo 
irs has r Tel d ( t ( 
| ment ¢ ti is «it unt \ 
ust 17 
his action s be t 
i he Cle T 9 } \ et 
e the issue is scheduled for A 
7ust ‘ | dat ri¢ ( 
: for pavment was August he 
( S¢ Was CN] te | | i 1 dc 
sion ¢ the arb ators d be 
| | he ele 
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Public Utilities Securities Market 


Report 


Prices of Representative Gas Bonds 


(Quotations furnished by The National City Company) 


Company 


Columbia Gas & Elec. Co.... 


Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. 
Co. of Baltimore 


& Pr. 


New Amsterdam Gas Co..... 
Denver Gas & Elec. Co 
Detroit City Gas Co 


Equitable Illum. Gas Lt. Co. of 
Philadelphia ...... 


Hudson County Gas Co 
Laclede Gas Light Co.... 
Louisville Gas & Elec. Co.. 
Michigan Light Co 
Milwaukee Gas Light Co 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co 


Pacific Gas & Elec. Co 
Cal. Gas & Elec. Corp 


Portland Gas & Coke Co 
Seattle Lighting Co 
Southern California Gas Co 


Utica Gas & Electric Co 
Washington Gas Light Co 


Western States Gas & Elec. Co. 
of California 


First Ref. 7%4s.... 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co.. General 4%%4s....... 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York...Sec. Conv. 7s...... 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York... One Year Sec. 8s... 
. First Consol. 5s... 
Gen. (now ist) 5s.. 
.--. Gold 5s 


cians ee ae 

First 5s 
sbceees RE. Bek. Se 
First & Ref. 7s 


.-.. First & Ref. 7s 
Unif. & Ref. 5s 
Peoples’ Gas Lt. & Coke Co..... Refunding 5s 
Chicago Gas Lt. & Coke Co... First 5s 
First & Ref. 5s... 
.. Refunding 5s....... 
Pret €6.. 06K “ee 
United Gas Improvement Co....Two Year 8s 
Ref. & Ext. 5s 
General 5s 


First & Ref. 5s.... 


Issue 
American Lt. & Trac. Co....... Five Year 6s...... 


Brooklyn Union Gas Co........ First Consol. 5s.... 
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Chio Fuel Supply Company 
Prospers 


\ very good showing during the 
first half of 1921 has been made by 
the Ohio Fuel Supply Company, 
according to a recent report pub 
lished. The Ohio Fuel Supply 
Company produces and distributes 
oil and gas found in QOhio and 
West Virginia. Its net was $2,- 
789,863, dividends $1,753,704, and 
surplus $1,036,158. The net amount 
is at the rate practically $5,500,000 
annually, allowing for a slight de- 
crease in business during the last 
few months of the year, compares 





with a net of in 1919 
and in 1920 $4,640,596. Of the gross 
earned during the past six months, 
$5,537,819 was from the sale of 
The gross was $7,495.600. 


33 867.631 


gas. 





Reviewing the Oil Market 

According to the American Pe- 
troleum Institute’s estimates, the 
total output for the week ended 
July 23 is 1,307,360 bbl., a decrease 
of only 1,350 bbl., compared to the 
previous week. Oklahoma-Kansas 
shows a daily average gross pro- 
duction of 403,200 bbl., a decrease 
of 1,780 bbl.: north Texas shews 


a decrease of 270 bbl., central 
Texas an increase of 980 bbl.. nortl 
Louisiana a decrease of 1,510 bbl., 
and Arkansas an increase of 1,700 
bbl. An estimated daily average 
of gross production in the Wyom- 
ing and Montana field was 45.200 
bbl., as compared with 46,500 dbl. 
for the preceding week, a decrease 
of 1,300 bbl. 

Wyoming and Montana, com- 
pared, show that on July 23 \Vy 
oming produced 41,220 bbl. and 
Montana 4,200. 


Gas Co's Tax Deeeieneaei Is 
Pared 


City, Kan.—The State 
tax commission has reduced the per- 
sonal property assessment of the 
Wyandotte County Company 
from $1,749,995, the figures set by 
William G. Bird, county assessor, 
and upheld by the county board of 
equalization, to $1,518,982, the fig- 
ures returned by the company to the 
assessor for taxation purposes. 
‘ision, received by Wil- 
ilam clerk. the tax 
commission asserts that Bird’s esti- 
inated value of the gas company’s 
stock, upon which he based his as 
sessment, was excessive and not sup- 
ported by the facts. 

The tax commission also reported 
to the county clerk reductions in the 
assessments placed against four 
other local concerns by Bird, includ- 
that the Welsbach Street 
Lighting Company. In only one of 
the six cases reported is the as- 
sessor upheld. 
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The street lighting company’s as- 
sessment is reduced from $10,270 to 
$5,630. 

The assessment approved is that 
in the case of the Concrete Engi 
neering Company. In the return of 
the property to the assessor that 
company placed its value at $15,500. 
Bird assessed the company at $48,- 
350, and his figure was approved by 
the county board of equalization. 
The company then appealed to the 
State tax commission, which has dis- 
missed the appeal 





